wide range of hemorrhagic states. These include inherited disorders of blood coagulation, thrombocytopenias, disorders of platelet function, thrombolytic states and abnormal bleeding in liver disease, pregnancy and the newborn. In addition, appraisals of anticoagulant therapy and of the complications of massive transfusions are given.
While the book does not cater for the advanced hmmatological laboratory, it should be available on the shelves of those busy clinicians who have to treat patients suffering from hemorrhagic disorders.
E K BLACKBURN
Oral Antidiabetic Therapy 1956 Therapy -1965 With Particular Reference to Tolbutamide (Orinase) by H A Tucker MD ppix+676 $13.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 This book consists of titles or short summaries of 1,700 papers which are listed alphabetically by date. In spite of the title, papers published in the year 1965 are not included (except for two trifling references). There are no critical comments on the value of the papers.
The emphasis on tolbutamide is disproportionate. It may be explained by the author's position on the staff of a company manufacturing that drug. This lack of balance and the method of arrangement reduce almost to nil the book's value, but not its cost which is also disproportionate. I do not understand why this volume was thought worth publishing. Obviously interesting papers by Carstairs, who opened the discussions, by Gibbens on cultural aspects, by Wilkins on attitudes to drug taking and by Goulding on the law relating to control of prescribing, receive a precis that is all too brief. Most psychiatrists would strenuously oppose Linken's reported statements that: 'Amphetamines were good for the treatment of depression' and 'Dexedrines were very important for the flagging student'.
The remaining pages are devoted to unattributed observations by a large number of participants from a variety of professions. These make no authoritative contribution to the subject, nor do they present a rounded picture of the problem. It now seems inevitable that any congress is followed by an expensive although usually well edited report of the proceedings in book form. This volume gives the overall impression of a tremendous amount of careful and exacting work which has produced little but disappointing and often conflicting reports of the efficacy of hyperbaric oxygen therapy. Although there seems to be no doubt that gas gangrene and carbon monoxide poisoning may respond well to this type of treatment, its value in other conditions is extremely equivocal.
What is more certain is the undoubted risk, described in this book, to both patient and his medical attendant of oxygen poisoning, decompression sickness, avascular necrosis of bone and other unpleasant sequelb of oxygen administration at high pressures.
PETER COLE
The Practice of Tropical Medicine by W H Hargreaves CB OBE FRCP FRcP(Ed) and R J G Morrison CBE QHP MD FRCP pp x +435 illustrated £4 4s London: Staples Press 1965 In this book the authors have succeeded in presenting a great deal of information on the practice of tropical medicine in a most readable form and in 400 pages. To enable them to do this the statements have had to be dogmatic and the style is abrupt but it has still been possible to include biographical and historical facts of great interest. It is obvious from the clinical details included that great personal experience has been drawn upon.
The book is divided into chapters according to the itiology of the diseases considered; apart from those of infective origin, the effects of heat and nutritional and genetic disorders are included together with a variety ofmiscellaneous conditions such as endomyocardial fibrosis, Burkitt's tumour and venous occlusive disease. All would not agree with statements such as that those with cysts of E. histolytica in the stools
